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Upcoming Dates

Investiture
Ceremony of 
Dr. Kent Smith Jr., 
LU president
11 a.m., Thursday, 
March 14,
C .F . Gayles’ Gym

LU Softball
3 p.m., Friday, 
March 2, and 
11 a.m., Saturday, 
March 16,
Langston field

Langston Idol
Tryouts
7 p.m., Monday, 
March 25,
Music Hall

Spring Break!
March 18-22
Have a great break
and be safe! 

Also Inside

Photo by Aaron Parker
Courtland Powers (left), 64th Miss LU, and Dontreka 
Matthews (right), 66th Miss LU, crown Jasmine Redo 
(middle) as the 2013-2014 Miss Langston University. 
Redo won the title March 1 at the Miss Langston pag-
eant . See pageant stories on page 4 . 

LU celebrates 116 years

His & Hers: Tucker, Redo win Mr., Miss LU titles

By Kayla Jones
Editor

Sixteen is a special number at 
Langston University this year. The 
college has reached its founding 
of 116 years with the 16th presi-
dent in office, Dr. Kent Smith Jr. 

At the beginning of the fall 2012 
semester, Smith asked all stu-
dents, faculty and staff to honor 
the 116 years by donating $116 
as part of a new Legacy Keepers 
campaign. 

“Legacy Keepers is a way to 
honor the school and Dr. Earnest 
Holloway,” said James Dunavant, 
assistant vice president of institu-
tional advancement and develop-
ment. 

“Our ultimate goal is to raise 

$250,000 for the Earnest L. Hollo-
way scholarship endowment, and 
we have made half of that,” Du-
navant said. 

The money raised through Leg-
acy Keepers goes toward student 
scholarships and grants. 

“The scholarship is available to 
all those students who manage to 
have a 2.5 (GPA) or higher,” Du-
navant said. 

Julian Jackson, senior broad-
cast journalism major, said it’s an 
honor to attend an HBCU that has 
been standing for 116 years.

“The school is blessed to be 
around as long as it has been,” 
Jackson said. “It makes me proud 
and blessed to say I went to 
Langston.”

Smith said he couldn’t be more 

honored or prouder than he is at 
this moment. He explained how 
the Legacy Keepers campaign 
originated. 

“From the time I was 4 years old 
until I turned 21 when I moved out 
of my parents’ house, my mother 
lived on 16th Street,” Smith said. 

He added that his mother still 
lives on 16th Street.

Smith said the significance of 
the number 16 has been “eerie” 
because it continuously resonates 
meaning and symbolism. 

“Sometimes there are signs from 
above that point to something 
that is just a fit, and I think this 
is one of those times,” Smith said. 

 However, it may be more than 

see FOUNDERS, page 3

Courtesy Photo
Charles Tucker waves proudly as the new Mr. 
Langston University for 2013-2014. Tucker earned 
the crown at the pageant March 10. 
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within the Department of 
Communication at Langs-
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lic relations vehicle. The 
newspaper is published 
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Wednesday, except during 
examinations, holidays and 
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Sanford Hall, Room 318

Ph. 405-466-3245
Send story ideas, 
comments and 

calendar events to 
nkturner@langston.edu.

Opinions expressed in 
LU Voices are those of 

the writers whose names 
appear with the articles. 

Letters to the editor should 
be emailed to 

nkturner@langston.edu. 
Please include your name 

and telephone number. 
The newspaper retains the 
right to edit, accept and/
or reject items deemed 

to be contrary to the best 
interest of the publication, 

Langston University 
and/or any of its 

governing bodies.

Are people of color still 
able to love one another?  

“Loving self first and then 
loving neighbor” is rarely 
talked about anymore in 
our community.  

So, I question: can per-
sons of color still love one 
another?  

I believe that by provi-
dence (divine intervention), 
we are gradually learning 
how to be fond of one an-
other again.   

A good example of the 
love we once enjoyed to-
gether is the quote, “Love 
thy neighbor as thy self,” 
which is agape love.      

Agape love, to me, is a 
positive way one cares for 
his or her creator, for self, 
for others, for animals, the 
heavens and earth.  

In other words, it is not a 
sexual kind of love.   

I think the good things I 
do for myself, I do for oth-
ers and for our creations, 
too. I treat others the same 

way I wish to be treated.   
The good things I desire 

and hope for myself, I hope 
for others, too.    

I believe that people of 
color are designed (seren-
dipity) to love us.  We are 
beginning to see that the 
sweet little things we do 
for one another make good 
sense, and are acts of love.   

For example, when  we 
genuinely care for our-
selves and  others   spiritu-
ally, emotionally, physical-
ly, academically, financially 
and otherwise, these kind-

nesses fit into the category 
of  agape  types of love.  

At Langston University, I 
have observed students and 
staff make personal efforts 
to comfort those who are 
spiritually down and sad.

To help those whom we 
know need things such as 
clothing, we are sharing our 
stuff with others who have 
genuine needs.  

There have been times 
when I personally help di-
rect new individuals to job 
sites, places and locations 
where they can get help to 
better themselves and to 
give back in the future.   

I was helped by many 
people in the past.  I see 
these attributes as acts of 
loving self and others.   

We must encourage this 
greater good. They are 
small testimonies that show 
we still love us.

Many assist students with 
classwork. I see an increase 
in brothers who open doors 

for sisters, instead of seeing 
them as a sex object.  

Many brothers help el-
derly students tote their 
belongings. People who get 
helped, return that help and 
appreciation.  

These are little ways we 
show we care about one an-
other. It’s a big deal, and we 
must talk about these things 
in our communities.   

You can find your own 
special way to talk about 
the ways we can show we 
care.

At times, we share agape 
love with others, and they 
may abuse it.  

We are not to abuse oth-
ers, nor allow others to take 
advantage of us.  

Love is kind. So, do peo-
ple of color still love us?  
Yes, our small, kind deeds 
show we still do!

Silvia Walker, doctor of in-
spiration, is an entrepreneur-
ial studies graduate student. 

Walker

Woman spreads agape love 

Far too often, Langston 
University receives criticism 
for what it is and what it 
isn’t. In fact, you don’t have 
to go very far to hear people 
bad-mouthing or disliking 
LU. Sadly, many students 
dread the LU experience af-
ter awhile.  

In my short time at LU, 
I have seen many friends 
come and go. At first, many 
students find themselves 
wide-eyed and excited to 
embark on the new free-
doms of being a college stu-
dent. 

But soon, that spark is put 
out, the realities of life kick 
in and we forget why we fell 
in love with LU. 

Complaints about what 
LU lacks become the norm, 
and we forget we are the 
ones who create, build and 
carry on the legacy of this 
campus. 

As part of the college ex-
perience, I know this jour-
ney is only what I make it. 

As a student, if some-

thing needs to be done, it’s 
my responsibility to make 
a change or speak up about 
it, and not wait for the presi-
dent or faculty to make the 
first move. 

One of my favorite things 
is conversing with my LU 
family about what we can 
do to improve our school 
and why we love it.

“One of the things that 
I love about LU is the one-
on-one attention I get from 
my professors,” said Velma 
Evans, sophomore business 
marketing management ma-
jor. “I also love the history,” 
she said.  

Though LU is far from 
perfect, many changes have 
been made to recruit new 
students while keeping cur-
rent students satisfied and 
thriving.

“Some of the biggest 
changes I’ve seen are the 
cafeteria changing from the 
multiplex building… and 
the changing of the living ar-
rangements,” Shan Wright 

said. 
Wright also noted she 

loves that Langston is “a 
city that is far away from the 
hustle and bustle of the city 
life.”

With these efforts, LU is 
constantly growing and 
changing; changing to be-
come better not just for the 
present, but also for the fu-
ture of school and its pro-
spective students. 

“My hope for Langston is 
to do more outreach in the 
Black community and to cre-
ate a better sense of aware-
ness of culture,” Wright 
said.  

Personally, it has always 
been my dream to attend an 
HBCU.

The initial feeling of step-
ping onto Langston’s cam-
pus was amazing. Immedi-
ately, I knew this was the 
school for me. 

Many people have asked 
me how I could love LU. 
Well, LU is not perfect, but 
it’s perfect for me. 

I have become a better per-
son—stronger and wiser—
because of Langston. I’ve 
also learned some necessary 
survival skills. 

As a transfer student, I’ve 
never regretted my decision 
to come here. I count it as a 
blessing. 

I have created a new fam-
ily away from home, gained 
the respect of many profes-
sors within my field(s) of 
study, become an honor’s 
student and I have accepted 
LU as my new home. 

Venesha Reed is a senior 
broadcast journalism major. 

Reed

Student loves her LU 



just a fit. 
Not only is Smith the 

16th president of LU 
and this year is the 116th 
founding of the uni-
versity, but the actual 
founding date is March 
16. 

These facts led Smith 
and his wife, Tiffany, to 
the idea of Legacy Keep-
ers. 

“My wife and I were 
having a conversation 
one day after a Langton 
football game,” Smith 
said, “and we wanted to 
do some type of fund-
raising for the students. 

“We heard loud and 
clear from students that 
there was not enough 
scholarship money. So, 
in honor of the founding 
year, we decided to do a 
$116-campaign.”

Smith said he intro-
duced this idea to senior 
administators and they 
liked it, so they put the 

plan in motion. 
The LU roots run deep 

thanks to the founding 
fathers of the institution.

The founding fathers 
are John M. Langston, 
Edward P. McCabe, a 
former Kansas state 
auditor, and Inman E. 
Page.  

“I feel us getting bet-
ter and stronger every 
day and also positioning 
university excellence for 
the next 10 to 20 years to 
come,” Smith said. 
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Phonathon raises $57,000
By Ándria Morgan
Contributing Writer

Langston University’s sec-
ond annual Phonathon col-
lected $57,000 in donations 
from LU alumni.

Joshua Busby, the annual 
giving officer for LU, with 
assistance from Wilson-Ben-
nett Technology, devised 
a 13-day program, Feb. 
9-21, to raise money for the 
Langston University Annual 
Fund.

“In our fundraising plan 
it calls for us to have a com-
prehensive Phonathon, and 
last year was our first year 
to implement that,” Busby 
said.

About 30 trained student-
callers reached out to thou-
sands of LU alumni. 

To avoid a bias selection, 
Chris Johnson, the Wilson-
Bennett representative and 
Phonathon supervisor, in-
terviewed and hired the LU 

students who participated 
in the program. 

During the 13 days, stu-
dent-callers worked Mon-
day-Friday, 5:30-9 p.m. and 
they split two shifts Satur-
day and Sunday, 10:30 a.m.-
1 p.m. and 3-6 p.m.

Richard Bagnerise, sopho-
more computer science ma-
jor and student-caller, said 
he enjoyed the experience 
and talking to LU alumni. 

“For one, you’re giving 
students (a job) on campus,” 
Bagnerise said, “two, you’re 
giving students a chance to 
connect with alumni and 
three, you’re trying to raise 
money for the university. 
That’s three pros right there, 
and I don’t have any cons.”  

The money raised from 
the Phonathon will be used 
for various university needs  
within the Annual Fund, 
including scholarships and 
faculty and staff enhance-
ment. 

Courtesy Photo
Students speak with thousands of alumni during the second annual LU Phonathon. 
About 30 student-callers participated in the 13-day event from Feb. 9 through Feb. 
21. This year’s LU Phonathon raised $57,000 for the Annual Fund.  

FOUNDERS 
from page 1

Photo by Da'Rius Oden
Sen. Rick Brinkley addresses people at the 116th 
Founder's Day ceremony as the keynote speaker. 
Sen. Brinkley, a Langston University alumni, dis-
cussed the importance of education because it drives 
a successful career. Sen. Brinkley represents District 
34 in the Oklahoma State Senate. 

The next 
issue of 
the 
Gazette
will 
publish 
after 
Spring 
Break 
on 
April 4.

Have a 
great 

break!

“So, in honor of 
the founding year, 
we decided to 
do a $116-cam-
paign.”
— Dr. Kent Smith 

Jr., president 
of Langston 

University



By Preshus Bagby
Contributing Writer

Jasmine Redo was 
crowned as the 67th Miss 
Langston University at the 
2013 Miss Langston pag-
eant March 1. 

Redo, a junior broad-
cast journalism major from 
Muskogee, Okla., won the 
title among three other 
women, Taeshana Wash-
ington, Talonnie Rodgers 
and Megan Bowlin. 

“It was a very blissful ex-
perience to be among three 
women with so much talent 
and beauty,” Redo said. 

In the pageant, Redo wore 
a bright red dress during 
the opening number. 

In the talent competition, 
she performed a lyrical 
dance to “Brand New Me” 
by Alicia Keys, and she 
won the swimsuit competi-
tion in a white shimmering 
bikini. 

“I think the winner de-
served what she got; she 
was fierce the whole pag-
eant,” said Maresha Bryant, 
a student who attended the 
pageant. 

Following the crowning, 
Redo addressed LU stu-
dents at a formal reception.

“To the students of Langs-

ton University: you guys, I 
worked so hard. I acted like 
this was the Miss America 
Pageant because for me, it 
is,” Redo said. 

“It’s not just Miss Langs-
ton; I will be representing 
you everywhere I go and 
anytime you hear ‘Miss 

Langston,’ you will hear 
great things,” she said.

Redo also thanked her 
family, coaches and friends 
who supported her while 
preparing for the pageant. 

The four contestants in the 
competition were judged 
on interviews, talent, swim 

wear, evening wear and an 
on-stage question. 

Dontreka Matthews, the 
66th Miss LU, spoke to the 
ladies and offered words of 
inspiration before passing 
her title to the new winner.  

“The new Miss Langston 
University—please remem-

ber that holding this title 
and representing our uni-
versity is a privilege,” Mat-
thews said. 

“It’s your year, so re-
member to have fun and 
of course, make your own 
memories. Leave your 
mark and don’t forget to 
dream big! Failure is not an 
option!”

Washington was the Miss 
Langston runner-up for the 
second year consecutivel.

Both Washington and 
Bowlin tied as the winners 
of the talent competition. 

Washington sang “Natu-
ral Woman” by Aretha 
Franklin, and Bowlin per-
formed a jazz dance to 
“Pound the Alarm” by 
Nicki Minaj.  

Redo said she prepared 
for this honorable experi-
ence for more than a year. 

She even worked with a 
personal athletic trainer to 
help get her body in shape 
for the event. 

“Success is derived from 
setting a specific goal and 
working hard to achieve 
it,” Redo said, “because 
nothing worth having will 
come easily.”
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NAACP 
SPriNg 2013 
MeetiNgS

All at 7 p.m. in the 
Allied Health Building, 

Room 105

MArCh 27

APril 10

APril 24

APril 29

Photo by Aaron Parker 
The four contestants in the Miss Langston pageant, (from left) Taeshana Washington, 
Jasmine Redo, Talonnie Rodgers and Megan Bowlin, perform the opening number 
dance routine for the pageant. Redo won the crown as the 67th Miss Langston Uni-
versity. 

Redo earns Miss LU crown

Tucker wins Mr. Langston
By Da'Rius Oden
Staff Writer

Five men competed for 
the title of Mr. Langston 
on March 10.

Charles Tucker II, James 
Scott, Terry Lewis, Che-
mar Johns and Terrell 
Jones participated in the 
pageant.

Kavaris Simms, Mr. 
Langston University for 
2012-2013, passed the 
crown down to Tucker.

Tucker is a junior broad-
cast journalism major 
from Shreveport, La. 

“It was an experience 
that I loved every part 
of,”Tucker said. “It was a 
blessing, an opportunity.

“First off, because this 
was my first pageant and 
for it to be this big is a big 
impact on me.”

Similar to the Miss 
Langston pageant, the in-
terview, talent, oratorical, 
active wear and evening 
wear all played parts in 
the final results.

For his talent, Tucker 
sang “I Miss You,” and 
first runner-up, Scott, 
tapdanced to “I Feel 
Good.”

Lewis played the saxo-
phone with a special ded-
ication for his mother.

 Johns sang “This Time 
I Want It All” by John 
Legend and Jones sang a 
rendition of “ I Need You 

Now” by Smokie Norful.
“My direction in which 

I plan to pursue is going 
to be based on a great 
platform and that is to 
‘put a smile on diversi-
ty,'” Tucker said.

“That simply means 
throughout any hard 
times one may have, one 

needs to smile about it 
because bigger and better 
things are always directly 
following,” Tucker said. 

Mr. and Miss Langston 
University will lead the 
royal court and appear at 
various events through-
out their reign during 
2013-2014.

“It was an experience that I loved every 
part of. ”

— Charles Tucker,  
junior broadcast journalism major
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P R E  E N R O L L M E N T

SUMMER
 & FALL

L A N G S T O N  U N I V E R S I T Y

March 4-May 3, 2013
March 4th-8th, 2013 will be priority enrollment for Seniors and Graduate students ONLY.

Monday, March 11th, 2013 will begin pre-enrollment for ALL students.

• Pre-enroll by April 1st, 2013 to be eligible for chance to win one of Langston University’s 
paraphernalia: USB flash drive, portfolio, messenger bag or one of three $50 giftcard to 
Follett Bookstore.  These items can be picked up immediately in the Registrar’s office upon 
notification that you have won.

• Pre-enroll by May 3rd, 2013 to be eligible to win one of three $500 tuition scholarships.
     * Critera for Scholarship recipient
     * Full-time student (12 cr hrs – undergraduate student or 9 cr hrs for graduate student)
     * 2.5 or above g.p.a.
     * Scholarships will be awarded after Fall 2013 drop/add period 

FALL 2013 PRE-ENROLLMENT 
CAMPAIGN GIFTS AND SCHOLARSHIP

Steps to Pre-Enrollment
• Students MUST not have any institutional holds on account 
• Students on Academic Probation cannot pre-enroll until final grades are in
• Students must have a zero balance in order to enroll for course(s) 
• Students must have completed FAFSA in order to enroll for course(s)
• All external transcripts must be on file
• Students must complete all Admissions requirements before enrollment

Online Priority Registration:  
Period when Junior, Senior and Graduate level students can register themselves online.  
Must have accumulated 61 hrs or more.  Associate degree students MUST register through advisors.
• Meet with your advisor to find out what courses you need to meet your degree requirements.
• Students can enroll at home, work, campus, Library, etc.
• PRE-ENROLL NOW to ensure you get the classes you prefer.

Priority Registration: 
Period when freshmen, sophomore, and non-degree students register through their advisors.  
• Make an appointment with your advisor to plan schedule and enroll.  
   

 Zero Balance · Complete FAFSA · Secure Housing

Inspirational book features LU student 

Wilson

By Brittany Kendrick
Staff Writer

R.L. Wilson’s goal is to be-
come a scholar that Langs-
ton University can be proud 
of.

Wilson has the honor of 
being featured in an up-
coming book, “Inspirational 
Youth: Transforming Aver-
age to Extraordinary,” by 
authors Marina V. Gillmore 
(Palm Springs, Calif.), Dr. 
Monique R. Henderson 
(Meridian, Miss.) and Keith 
L. Brown (Savannah, Ga.). 

The feature in the book 
will focus on details about 
Wilson’s journey from high 
school to his college experi-
ence. 

The book was released 
March 4 at the National 
Youth at Risk Conference,  
where Wilson was given an 
opportunity to speak and 
give his inspiration. 

Brown, one of the au-
thors, first met Wilson when 
speaking during Freshman 
Week 2012 at LU. 

Wilson participated in 
Freshman Week, showing 
his commitment and sup-
port as an Langston Univer-
sity Ambassador.

Brown was immediately 
impressed after hearing Wil-
son's passion as head of  the 
Brothers, Amazing, Intellec-
tual and Talented organiza-
tion. 

BAIT is an organization 
that stems from Wilson’s 
love for poetry.

As a business manage-
ment major, Wilson was 
offered the opportunity to 
participate in an internship 
with Gillmore, where he 
created the Achieve, Believe 
and Succeed retreat. 

ABS is a retreat that brings 
inspiration to teenagers, 
which will be held in Merid-
ian, Miss.

After submitting two let-
ters of recommendation: 
one from LU President Dr. 
Kent Smith Jr. and another 
from Honors Program Coor-
dinator Beatrice Lawrence, 
Wilson was selected to be 
featured in Gillmore’s up-
coming book. 

Gillmore is a codirector of 
the Institute of Educational 

and Social Justice. 
This institute supports 

youth by uncovering and 
sharing stories of people, 
families and communities 
that people  serve, and to 
help them get those stories 
heard through book writing, 
press releases, Web writing, 
personal and professional 
development, social net-
working and other tools, ac-
cording to the Institution of 
Educational and Social Jus-
tice website.

Wilson is excited to be part 
of something as positive as 
what Gillmore stands for, 
and anticipates his time to 
shine March 4 at the Google 
Leadership Conference. 

“My goal is to break the 
stereotype of what African-
American men contribute 
to today’s society,” Wilson 

said. 
Lawrence said Wilson's fu-

ture is limitless, and she said 
she believes Wilson has the 
spiritual drive to do what-
ever he puts his mind to.

C Facebook.com/ReserveOnPerkins

M @ReservePerkins

405.533.5330

1822 N Perkins Rd  |  Stillwater, OK 74075

www.ReserveOnPerkins.com

1, 2, 3 & 4 BEDROOM APARTMENTS

AND RATES AS LOW AS $360* 

Everything you need, everything you want 
and a few extra surprises—ALL RIGHT HERE.

Live at The Reserve On Perkins to take advantage 

of fun, relaxation and great atmosphere! Plus, 

you’ll get to enjoy our awesome amenities!

• Sparkling Pool

• Jacuzzi Tub

• Volleyball Court

• Basketball Court

• On OSU Bus Route

• Tanning Dome

• Roadside Assistance

• Fitness Center

• Outdoor Grilling Area

• Exciting Social Events

* Rates Subject to Change

“My goal is to break the stereotype of 
what African-American men contribute 
to today's society. ”

— R.L. Wilson,  
senior business management major
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By Andrenique Meigs
Staff Writer

Every year, the Director 
of Music Bonita Franklin 
and the Langston Univer-
sity Chorale take a spring 
break trip to a variety of 
places and showcase what 
they do best—sing.

This year, they are trav-
eling to Birmingham, Ala. 

The LU Choir and Cho-
rale are somewhat differ-
ent. 

“Choir is open to all uni-
versity students.  Chorale 
is a smaller group chosen 
by audition, director's ob-
servation or on the sug-
gestion of section lead-
ers,” Franklin said. 

“The members of Cho-
rale must be able to learn 
music quickly and cor-
rectly, have good grades, 
good standing with the 
university and a desire 
to make excellent music,” 

she said.
The LU Chorale travels 

to schools, churches, con-
ferences and many other 
places to perform.

Franklin said some of 
the goals of traveling to 
different states include 
“recruitment, connecting 
with alumni and getting 
the story of Langston to 
the world through mu-
sic!”

Students in Chorale 
have a passion for it as 
much as Franklin does.

“I love Chorale because 

it allows us to venture to 
different places and touch 
people in a positive way,” 
said Zinat Turner, junior 
music major. 

In 2012, the LU Chorale 
went to Memphis, Tenn. 
They performed at several 
churches, schools and un-
expectedly, at the Nation-
al Civil Rights Museum.

“I think us singing at 
the Civil Rights Museum 
was the most memorable 
performance for me,” said 
Dominique Polk, junior 
music major. 

Polk said the atmo-
sphere at the museum was 
unbelievable. 

After visiting the mu-
seum, students found a 
new insight on where they 
came from.

“I will have to say that 
one of the most memora-
ble tours was last year in 
Memphis,” Franklin said. 

“We visited the Lorraine 
Hotel where Martin Lu-
ther King Jr. was assassi-
nated; after the tour, the 
Chorale sang outside (of) 
the museum. 

“That was a very good 
day!,” Franklin said.  

While in Alabama, the 
chorale will attend the Na-
tional Association for the 
Study and Performance of 
African American Music 
Conference.

At the conference, they 
will not only sing as an 
individual group, but the 
chorale will sing with oth-

er choirs from different 
HBCUs and high schools 
as well. 

“This is the second time 
we have performed at a 
national conference, and 
this is the 50th anniversa-
ry of the civil rights move-
ments in Birmingham,” 
Franklin said. 

“So historically, cultur-
ally and musically, I ex-
pect students to gain new 
insights.  

“We will also have re-
cruiting opportunities at 
the conference, so we will 
take Langston to Birming-
ham,” she said. 

The LU Chorale will 
also have opportunities 
to attend different types 
of workshops at the con-
ference that include “Cel-
ebrating Freedom: Mu-
sic, Martin, and Me” and 
“Reflected Identities and 
the Programs of Engage-
ment.”

“We will have recruiting opportunities at 
the conference, so we will take Langston 
to Birmingham.”

— Bonita Franklin,
director of music 

Chorale travels to Alabama 
for annual spring break trip

Library has charging station for electronics 

Courtesy Photo
An LU student uses a new charging station in the G. La-
mar Harrison Library for her iPad and cellphone. 

By Leslie Simon
Staff Writer

A new charge station 
for electronic devices is 
available in the G. Lamar 
Harrison Library on the 
second floor. 

“The charge station is 
beneficial to students,” 
said Bettye Black, direc-
tor of library services.

“Long chords across 
the floor can be poten-
tially dangerous,” Black 
said.  

The charge station is 
compatible with many 
devices including An-
droids, iPhones, iPads 
and iPods and some lap-
tops as well. 

The charge station is 
open to all Langston 
University students, fac-
ulty and staff members. 

“Being a student that 
commutes from Edmond 
to Langston, the charge 

station has helped me 
out a lot with charging 
my battery in between 
home and school,” said 
Tia Jackson, senior Eng-
lish major. 

The charge station of-
fers a super charge, simi-
lar to the charge stations 
located in airports, for 
a speedier charge to the 
battery life of the devic-
es.  

“This is exactly what 

our library has been 
missing—a way to re-
charge our devices with-
out the delay or inter-
ruption of going home 
or to our car chargers,” 
said Monica Jackson, a 
sophomore criminal jus-
tice major. 

“People are very con-
nected to technology, so 
it’s a great idea to have 
at least one on campus,” 
Jackson said. 

“This is exactly what our library 
needs—a way to recharge our devices 
without the delay of interruption of 
going home or to our car chargers.”

— Monica Jackson,
sophomore criminal justice major 
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By Craig Murray 
Staff Writer 
and Aaron Parker
Contributing Writer 

A common theme on the 
Lady Lions softball team 
is confidence and deter-
mination to win confer-
ence. 

“I feel like we are the 
underdogs here at Langs-
ton, and it’s about time 
that we demand the re-
spect that we deserve,” 
said Cameron Nicholson, 
a utility player for the 
Lady Lions softball team. 

At Gazette press time, 

the Lady Lions were 3-0 in 
conference play and their 
overall record was 7-4.

The team is on a six-
game winning streak, not 
loosing since Feb. 16.   

“I feel like our team got 
off to a great start in con-
ference by taking three 
games from the confer-
ence champs,” said Nich-
olson, a biology major 
from Arlington, Texas. 

“I’m most certain if we 
stay humble, hungry and 
have heart, we will be 
conference champs,” she 
said. 

While Nicholson brings 

a big voice and motiva-
tion to the team, Kayla 
Mercado, second base-
man and shortstop, brings 
confidence and intensity. 

“I have the confidence 
that we will do great in 
conference as long as we 
play to our level,” Mer-
cado said. 

“I see us winning our 
conference; I have com-
plete faith and confidence 
in my team,” she said. 

Mercado is a criminal 
justice major from Stock-
ton, Calif. 

She is also helping to 
lead the way for the Lady 

Lions. 
Mercado already has 

four home runs this sea-
son, and has a batting av-
erage of .448.

Also getting excellent 
play is Briannah Wil-
liams, who is leading the 
team with 14 hits and has 
a batting average of .500. 

All of the women on 
the softball team said 
they seem to be in agree-
ment that their conference 
games are leading them to 
the championship. 

“Conference play has 
gone great; I plan on us 
winning the conference 

this year,” said utility 
player Lauren Hayes.

Hayes is a business 
management major from 
Durant, Okla.  

“I feel I bring a sense of 
maturity and leadership, 
hustle, heart and deter-
mination (to the team),” 
Hayes said. 

As a team, the Lady Li-
ons have a batting aver-
age of .393 and are only 
letting their opponents 
bat .282. 

They have hit 13 home 
runs collectively, but have 
only allowed nine to be 
hit from their opponents. 

By Jabril Bailey
Contributing Writer

The Langston Univer-
sity men’s basketball team 
ended the season this year 
in the first round of the 
conference tourney against 
Southwest Assemblies of 
God. 

The final score was 87-79.
Though the season didn’t 

end exactly the way the Li-
ons anticipated, the team 
was very optimistic about 
the results.

“We grew a lot over these 
last eight months, and even 
though we didn’t make it 
to the national tournament 
like we all had our sights 
on, we still made great 
strides from the previous 
years,” Emil Clayton said. 

Clayton, a senior guard 
from Chicago described 
the feeling of playing his 
last game as surreal and 
unbelievable. 

“It was very dishearten-
ing to play my last game, 
but I hope the underclass-
man learn from this and 
take the experience into 
next year,” Clayton said. 

This year was the first 
time the Lions had made 
it to the conference tourna-
ment since 2009. 

The players think this 
could make a statement to 
the conference that LU will 
be back for the next several 
years. 

Sophomore Guard 
Landon Gray from Detroit 
spoke highly of the experi-
ence gained from the sea-
son. 

He said even though 
they only played one game 
in the tourney it was still 
eye-opening. 

“We went through so 
much as a team this year, 
and making it to the tour-
nament was only a mild 
stepping stone for this 
year,” Gray said. 

Lions’ coaches have been 
working diligently already 
in this offseason, preparing 
for the 2013-2014 season.

“I (think) things that can 
program progress for next 
year is recruiting young 
men who want to be com-
mitted to Langston Univer-
sity,” Coach Jarriel Vicks 
said.  

Lions end season
with 12-17 record

By Charles Granger
Contributing Writer

Langston University is having sign-ups 
for its 11th annual Intramural Sports pro-
gram. It’s a chance for students, faculty 
and staff to get in shape while relieving 
stress and competing.

People can sign up at the LU main cam-
pus in the Office of Student Life Center.  
Registration is from Feb. 21 to March 28, 
and will include sports such as coed vol-
leyball and flag football, dodge ball, coed 
softball and soccer and Zumba will start 
in April. 

The teams will compete against league 
players who are students, faculty and staff 
members.  Practice times are determined 
by each individual team.  

Game times for basketball are Tuesdays 
and Thursdays at 6 p.m., and volleyball 
games are Mondays and Wednesdays at 
6:30 p.m. Fitness classes are Mondays and 
Wednesdays at 5:30 p.m.  The majority of 
the games are played in the Multipurpose 
Center.  

Perry Culverson, interim director of Stu-
dent Life and Division of Student Affairs 
is also the director of Intramural Sports. 

He said that participation in recreational 
sports helps reduce stress, improves hap-
piness, builds character, improves interac-
tion with diverse sets of people and con-

tributes to time management.
 “Intramural sports and fitness are im-

portant to maintain a healthy quality of 
life and community,” Culverson said. 

Darlena White, junior business manage-
ment major, participates in volleyball in-
tramurals. She said she wants to encour-
age her fellow students, faculty and staff 
to take advantage of some free competi-
tion while having fun.  

“I love the fact that LU is hosting in-
tramural volleyball because it gives me a 
chance to step on the court and compete 
again,” White said. 

“I thought after high school I would 
never get the opportunity to play volley-
ball again as a team sport,” she said. 

Sign-ups open for
intramural sports

“I thought after high school 
I would never get the oppor-
tunity to play volleyball again 
as a team sport.”

— Darlena White,
junior business 

management major

Softball team has confidence
in being conference champs
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Greek Week 

The 
Gazette 

is 
featuring 

each 
sorority

and 
fraternity 

as the 
members 
host their 

weeks 
for the 

remainder 
of the 

semester. 

Question of the Week

Compiled By 
Da’Rius Oden

“My plan for spring 
break is to go to 
Austin, Texas and 
party with friends.”

Asya Marshall,
junior accounting 
major

“I'm going to (South) 
Padre. It'll be my first 
time on the beach, 
and I'm ready! Spring 
time!”

Aina Robinson,
senior biology major

“I'm going home to 
spend time with fam-
ily.”

Mauricio Griffin,
senior business 
management major

“I'm going to my 
boyfriend's (house); 
he lives in Dallas. 
Then I'm going to 
Kansas City, my 
hometown.”

Janea Robinson, 
junior special
 education major

What are your plans for spring break? 

Zeta Phi Beta hosts week of activities

Photo by Kayla Jones
Members of Zeta Phi Beta Sorority Inc. host an ice 
cream social in the Student Success Center during their 
week of events, March 3-9.

By Kayla Jones
Editor 

The ladies of  Zeta Phi Beta 
Sorority Inc. hosted their 
week, the “Blu Light Spe-
cial," March 3-9. 

The concept of tradition in-
spired the week. 

Lashonda Taylor, junior 
English major and a member 
of Zeta Phi Beta, said they 
chose the theme  because 
they wanted  something that 
would catch everyone’s at-
tention.

“We wanted to keep Zeta 
week fun and interesting for 
the student body, but also we 
wanted to stay true to our-
selves,” she said. 

They started the week with 
a vesper service. They also 
had a poetry night, the sexi-
est man contest and a Greek 

auction. 
The auction allowed stu-

dents to bid on a member of 
a fraternity or sorority, and 
the person who bid the high-
est, got a date with whom 
they bid.

“We set up a nice dinner, 
and they (had) a choice of 
what they (wanted) to eat 
and we (fixed) it right there 
in front of them,” Taylor said. 

Zinat Turner, junior mu-
sic major, participated in the 
poetry night and said she en-
joyed herself.

“It was very powerful and 
the atmosphere was set; I 
had a nice time,” Turner said. 

Zeta Phi Beta was founded 
Jan. 16, 1920. Zeta began as 
an idea from five coeds at 
Howard University in Wash-
ington, D.C.: Arizona Cleav-
er, Myrtle Tyler, Viola Tyler, 

Fannie Pettie and Pearl Neal, 
according to the official Zeta 
Phi Beta Inc. website. 

According to the site, these 
five women, known as the 
“Five Pearls,” sought to es-
tablish an organization based 
on scholarship, service, sis-
terly love and finer woman-
hood. 

Tyler often said, “[In the 
ideal collegiate situation], 
there is a Zeta in a girl re-
gardless of race, creed or col-
or, who has high standards 
and principles, a good schol-
arly average and an active 
interest in all things that she 
undertakes to accomplish,” 
according the Zeta Phi Beta 
website. 

The brothers of Kappa Al-
pha Phi are next in line to 
host a Greek Week, March 
25-29.
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